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Sociology of Law – SOCI 2301     2007/08

Tuesdays and Thursdays 10 – 11:30 a.m.  RB 2042

Dr. Rachel Ariss

RB 2043   343-8792   rariss@lakeheadu.ca
Office Hours: Weds 1:00 to 2:00, Thurs 11:30 to 12:30

Course Description: This course will introduce students to sociological approaches to understanding law and the relationship between law and society. Specific topics include how law is made, aspects of the legal system, and the roles of law in social control and social change. The course develops a critical approach in considering how race, class, gender and sexual divisions are reinforced and sometimes broken down by law.

Course Objectives:

To develop an understanding of law as a social institution.

To think critically about how law and society interact.

To examine how legal categories and legal reasoning interact with social hierarchies based on race, aboriginality, class, gender and sexuality.

To understand and critique the relations between law and social control and social change.

To develop writing skills in a variety of forms.
 Course Materials:
Joe Hermer and Janet Mosher, eds. Disorderly People: Law and the Politics of Exclusion in Ontario. Halifax: Fernwood Publishing, 2002.


Steven Vago and Adie Nelson, Law and Society, 2nd Canadian edition, Toronto: Pearson Publishers, 2008.


Elizabeth Comack, ed. Locating Law: Race/ Class/ Gender Connections 2nd edition, Halifax: Fernwood Publishing, 2006.

Some material will be posted on WebCT, as noted in the outline.
Evaluation:

Video Reviews:


Two – 15% each

First Term Test:


20%

Second Term Test:


20%

Reading Response:


30%

Details for video review assignment and reading response are included in outline. Late assignments will lose 5%, unless you have spoken to me before the due date.
KEEP A COPY OF ALL ASSIGNMENTS!
PLAGIARISM:
Plagiarism is when you copy word-for-word a portion of someone else's written work without crediting the author. If you are using one or more sentences written by someone else in your assignments, you must put quotes around them and provide a full citation to the author. This includes textbooks. You will receive zero on an assignment if any part of it is plagiarized, and your name will be reported to the Dean of Social Sciences and Humanities. 

See “IX Academic Dishonesty”, Lakehead University Calendar 07/08.
Course Structure:


Read materials before class. The full class meets for lectures on Tuesdays, which will give an overview of the topic. Students will be divided into small group tutorials, scheduled for Thursdays. Discussion questions for tutorials, specifically focused to the readings, will be posted on WebCT.
First Term Weekly Reading Schedule:
1.  Sept. 6: Introduction

2.  Sept. 11 and 13: Overview of Law and Society and Plagiarism Review

· Ch. 1 “Introduction” Law and Society, pp. 1 – 24
· “Introduction” Locating Law, pp. 11 – 17
3.  Sept. 18 and 20: Theoretical Perspectives I  Tutorials Begin
· Ch. 2 “Theoretical Perspectives” Law and Society, pp. 25 - 42
· Ch. 1 “Theoretical Approaches in the Sociology of Law” Locating Law, pp. 18 - 42

4.  Sept. 25 and 27: Theoretical Perspectives II

· Ch. 2 “Theoretical Perspectives” Law and Society, pp. 43 - 57
- Ch. 1 “Theoretical Approaches in the Sociology of Law” Locating Law, pp. 42 – 67

5. Oct. 2 and 4: Aboriginal Peoples and Law

- Patricia Monture “Standing Against Canadian Law” in Locating Law, pp. 73 – 93

· Ch. 3 “The Organization of Law” Law and Society, pp. 100 – 105 ‘Aboriginal Peoples’ 

6. Oct. 9 and 11: Aboriginal Peoples and Social Change

- excerpt from Royal Commission on Aboriginal peoples - WebCT

- Video: Time Immemorial - full class Thursday 

7.  Oct. 16 and 18: Law Making 

Video Review of Time Immemorial Due Oct 16

- Ch. 4 “Law Making” Law and Society, pp. 123 - 151 

8.  Oct. 23 and 25: The Organization of Law 

- Ch. 3 “The Organization of Law” Law and Society, pp. 59 - 98

9. Oct. 30 and Nov. 1: Administrative Law  

- Ch. 3 “The Organization of Law” Law and Society, pp. 98 – 114

- Lisa Marie Jakubowski, “’Managing’ Canadian Immigration” in Locating Law, 94 – 122

10. Nov. 6 and 8: Administrative law: Immigration and Refugee Issues



- review Law and Society, pp. 53 – 57 “Law and Literature”



- Video Nov. 6 “The Dreams of Night Cleaners”



- Test – Nov. 8 – full class – no tutorial this week

10.  Nov. 13 and 15: Law Enforcement: Sexual Assault and Victims 

Video Review of “The Dreams of Night Cleaners” Due Nov. 13

- Ch. 3 “The Organization of Law” Law and Society, pp. 115 – 121 ‘Law Enforcement Agencies’

- Kirsten Kramar, “Victims of Justice” in Locating Law, pp. 285 - 307

11.  Nov. 20 and 22: Court Interpretations: Sexual Assault and Victims

-  Karen Busby “’Not a Victim Until a Conviction is Entered’ in Locating Law, pp. 258 - 284

12.  Nov. 27: Theory and Research in Law and Society

- ch. 9 “Researching Law in Society” Law and Society, pp. 327 - 347

Second Term Weekly Reading Schedule:

Note: a guest speaker from the Civil Liberties Association of Canada will visit our class this term – I will notify you of any change to our schedule.

13.  Jan. 8 and 10: Law and Social Change I


- ch. 5 “Law and Social Change” Law and Society, pp. 246 – 271


- Dorothy Chunn, “Feminism, Law and the ‘Family’ in Locating Law
14.  Jan. 15 and 17: Law and Social Change II


- Video: Sharia in Canada I and II – full class videos Tuesday and Thursday


- excerpt from the Boyd Report, WebCT

15.  Jan. 23 and 25: Law and Social Change III


Video Review of “Sharia in Canada” Due January 25


- ch. 5 “Law and Social Change” Law and Society, pp. 272 - 281

- Eric Tucker “Locating Labour Law: The Regulation of Occupational Health and safety” in Locating Law

16.  Jan. 30 and Feb. 1: Law and Social Change IV


Videos: El Contrato and Laila – Tuesday 

17.  Feb. 6 and Feb. 8: Law and Social Control I


Video Review of El Contrato Due Feb. 6

- “Introduction” and ch. 1 “Squeezed to the Point of Exclusion” in Disorderly People,  Safe Streets Act - WebCT
- ch. 5 “Law and Social Control” Law and Society, pp. 152 – 184


- Video – S.P.I.T. (Squeegee Punks in Traffic) – Tuesday

18.  Feb. 13 and 15: Law and Social Control II


Video Review of S.P.I.T. Due Feb. 13

- ch. 2 “The Shrinking of the Public and Private Spaces of the Poor”, Disorderly People (everyone)

- ch. 3: “Metamorphosis Revisited: Restricting Discourses of Citizenship”, Disorderly People (one half of each tutorial group)

- ch. 4: Keeping the Streets Safe from Free Expression, Disorderly People (the other half of each tutorial group)

Reading Break

19.  Feb. 27 and March 1: Law and Social Control III

- ch. 6: “Demonizing Youth, Marketing Fear: The New Politics of Crime”, Disorderly People

- Janet Mosher “The Construction of ‘Welfare Fraud’ and the
Wielding of the State’s Iron Fist”, Locating Law

20.  March 6 and 8: Law and Social Control IV


- ch. 5 “Law and Social Control”, pp. 185 – 200

- Laureen Snider “Relocating Law: Making Corporate Crime Disappear”

21.  March 13 and 15: Control or Change?


Reading Response Due March 15

- ch. 7, “Correctional Renewal without the Frills: The Politics of ‘Get Tough’ Punishment in Ontario”, Disorderly People
- Kirsten Kramar and David Sealy, “Cultural Difference and Criminal Sentencing” in Locating Law
22.  March 20 and 22: Law and Dispute Resolution


-
ch. 6 “Law and Dispute Resolution” in Law and Society pp. 201 - 243 

- Video: “The Sterilization of Leilani Muir” – full class Thursday
23.  March 27 and 29: The Legal Profession

Film Review of ‘The Sterilization of Leilani Muir” Due March 29


- ch. 8 “The Legal Profession”, Law and Society

- article: women in the legal profession, WebCT
24.  April 3 and 5: Finishing What We Started


Test – April 5 – full class

Video Review Assignment: 

You are to review and report on the class discussion on any two of the videos we watch in class. Each review is worth 15% of your total mark. If it is your second review, please write in brackets on the title page, which review you have already completed.

The due dates for each review are one week following the showing of the video in class.


Include: a brief (one to two paragraphs) explanation of the basic plot and fundamental sociolegal issue addressed in the film; and, briefly, your thoughts about how the filmmaker presented the issues in this film, and why? Address two of these questions: how does law affect the lives of the individuals in this film? How does government social policy affect the lives of the individuals in this film? Do the individuals seek or desire change? Are there changes in law or social policy in this film – if so, how were they achieved? Is law the most appropriate way to solve the problems or disputes in the film – or might there be another way? Connect the film to the readings that were assigned on the same topic (ie: the same week, or the previous week). Cite the readings properly! See WebCT!

Reviews should be 6 - 8 pages in length, double-spaced, typed, 10 or 12 point font. You will be marked on: analysis of two questions; attention to film, connections made with class readings, and to class discussion ( / 10), and writing style ( /5). Writing Style includes: sentence and paragraph structure, smoothness of transitions between ideas, connection of ideas. I will look for improvements in writing style from one review to the next.


Papers which do not cite sources properly will be returned to you for correction before they are marked.

Reading Response:


The goal of this assignment is to exercise your ability to read and analyze specific articles in detail, develop strong connecting ideas / links between them, and communicate your analysis and development convincingly. 


Choose four class readings from either or both terms – no more than 2 readings from Disorderly People.


Set out your overall theme in your introduction – this theme will relate to theories or topics covered in the course.


Analyse each article in detail for its links / connections to your theme. Do not summarize the articles. How does each article illustrate your theme? How does your theme develop through the contributions of each article? Think about the weaknesses and strengths of each article in relation to your theme.


Include one outside source to help illustrate your theme. It must be an article from a scholarly journal or edited collection. Do not summarize. Explain the parts of the outside source that illustrate your theme.


Write a conclusion.


This reading response should be 9 – 10 pages long. It is worth 30% of your mark.


Include a bibliography page. Use quotation marks and cite all sources properly, following citation guide on WebCT. Use page numbers! 


Papers which do not cite sources properly will be returned to you for correction before they are marked.


You will be marked on: analytical detail, explanation of theme, use and quality of outside source, strength of argument, following instructions ( /25) and writing style ( /5). Writing style includes: sentence and paragraph structure, smoothness of transitions between ideas, connection of ideas.

